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CROSS REFERENCES

Title VIIl of the Gvil R ghts Act of 1968 as anmended
Pennsyl vani a Human Rel ations Act of 1955 P.L. 744 as anended

1737. 01 DEFI NI TI ONS
As used in this article:

(a) "Unlawful Discrimnatory Housing Practice" nmeans any
act that is unlawful under Section 1737.02 of this
article.

(b) "Dwelling" neans any building, structure, or portion
t hereof which is occupied as, or designed or intended
for occupancy as, a residence for one or nore famlies,
and any vacant land which is offered for sale or |ease
for the construction or |location thereon of any such
bui |l di ng, structure, or portion thereof.

(c) "Person" includes one or nore individuals,
corporations, partnerships, associations, |abor
organi zations, |legal representatives, nutual conpani es,
j oi nt-stock conpanies, trusts, unincorporated
organi zati ons, trustees, trustees-in-bankruptcy,
recei vers and fiduciaries.

(d) "Conpliance Oficer" nmeans the Cty of Bethl ehem
of ficial designated by the Mayor as the person for
handling all eged violations under this Article.

1737. 02 UNLAWFUL DI SCRI M NATORY PRACTI CE

It shall be unlawful for anyone to do any of the follow ng
because of race or color, national origin, religious creed,
sex, age, ancestry, famlial status, or disability,

i ncludi ng use of a guide or support animal:
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Refuse to sell, |lease, finance or otherw se deny or
wi thhold any dwelling from any person;

Di scrim nate agai nst any person in the terns or
conditions of selling or |easing any dwelling or in
furnishing facilities, services or privileges in
connection wth the ownership, occupancy or use of any
dwel |'i ng;

Di scrim nate against any person in the terns or
conditions of any | oan of nobney, whether or not secured
by nortgage or otherw se, for the acquisition,
construction, rehabilitation, repair or naintenance of
any dwel |ing;

Print, publish, or circulate any statenent or
advertisenent relating to the sale, |ease or

acqui sition of any dwelling or the | oan of noney,

whet her or not secured by nortgage or otherw se for the
acqui sition, construction, rehabilitation, repair or

mai nt enance of any dwel i ng.

| f someone has a physical or nental disability, has a record
of such a disability, or is regarded as having such a
disability, a landlord may not:

(a)

(b)

1737.
(a)

Refuse to |l et them make reasonabl e nodifications to a
dwel I'ing or conmon use areas, at their expense, if
necessary for the di sabled person to use the housing;

Refuse to make reasonabl e accommmodations in rules,
policies, practices or services if necessary for the
di sabl ed person to use the housing.

03 NOTI CE PROCEDURES

Any individual claimng to be aggrieved by any unl awf ul
di scrimnatory housing practice covered by this article
shall, within one hundred-eighty (180) days after the
al | eged di scrimnatory housing practice occurs, file
with the Conpliance Oficer, a notice, in which shal

st at e:

(1) The alleged unlawful discrimnatory housing
practice conpl ai ned of;

(2) The name and address of the person alleged to have
commtted the unlawful discrimnatory housing
practice conpl ai ned of;
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(b)

1737.
(a)

(b)

(¢c)

(d)

(e)

(3) Wen the unlawful discrimnatory housing practice
occurred;

(4) \Where the unlawful discrimnatory housing practice
occurred;

Wthin five (5) days after the recei pt of such notice,
the Conpliance O ficer shall forward a copy of sane, by
certified mail, return receipt requested, to the person
all eged to have violated Section 1737.02 of this
Article and permt this person(s) to submt a response
within thirty (30) days of receipt of this notice.

04 | NVESTI GATI ON

The Conpliance O ficer shall investigate a conpl aint
and determne if there is reasonabl e cause to believe
this Article has been viol at ed.

If it is determned after the investigation that there
is no basis for the allegations of the conplaint, the
Conpliance Oficer will within ten (10) days from such
determ nation forward a witten notice stating such by
certified mail, return receipt requested, to both the
conpl ai nant and the person(s) alleged to have commtted
the discrimnatory act.

I f the Conpliance Oficer determ nes that reasonable
cause exists for allegations of the conplaint, the
Conpliance O ficer shall work to elimnate the unl aw ul
practice by persuasion, conference and conciliation.

If it is not possible to elimnate such unl awf ul
practices by persuasion, a hearing shall be schedul ed
by the Conpliance Oficer and a witten notice will be
served to both the conpl ai nant and respondent.

At said hearing, the Director of Community and Econom c
Devel opnment shall preside as the Hearing O ficer.

Either party may elect as an alternate to such Hearing,
to have the clains decided in a civil action brought
under the jurisdiction of either Lehigh County or

Nor t hanpt on County Court of Conmmon Pleas. The witten
notice of hearing will include this information.

Both parties will have a chance to support their claim
and may attend the hearing with counsel, if they so
choose.
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1737. 05 FI NDI NGS5

After the hearing, the Hearing O ficer shall prepare a
witten statenent of findings. |If he/she feels that no

unl awful discrimnatory practice has taken place, the claim
wll be dismssed. However, if the Hearing Oficer feels an
unl awful discrimnatory practice has taken place, a citation
shal |l be issued and brought before the appropriate D strict
Justi ce.

1737. 06 PENALTI ES

Any person who violates this ordi nance shall, upon
conviction before a District Justice of the Gty of
Bet hl ehem Pennsyl vani a be subject to the foll ow ng
penal ties:

(a) First violation - A fine of $200.00, or thirty days
i nprisonnment, or both;

(b) Second violation - A fine of $500.00, or sixty days
i nprisonnment, or both;

(c) Third and each subsequent violation - A fine of
$1, 000. 00, or ninety days inprisonnent, or both.

1737. 07 FORVAL COWPLAI NTS

Reporting a housing conplaint wwth the Conpliance Oficer
does not preclude the conplainant fromfiling a forma
conplaint directly with either the Pennsyl vani a Human

Rel ati ons Conm ssion or the Departnment of Housing and Urban
Devel opnent under Title VIII of the Gvil Right of 1968.

(Ord. 3934. Passed 2/2/99.)



